
INS Board of Governors 

June 26, 2012 1:00 P.M.   

Oslo, Norway 

 

Members Present: Weintraub, Ponsford, Bornstein, Chelune, Shear, Manly, Lassonde, 

Mayes, Kessels, Bilder 

Absent: Bondi, Bowers, Bauer, McDonald 

 

1. Call to order 

 

Dr. Weintraub convened the meeting shortly after 1 pm. 

     

2. Review of Minutes 

 

Several corrections were offered. Dr. Mayes provided a correction to Item 14; He agreed 

to organize, not chair the symposium. Dr. Chelune asked to add “…hotel bills for 

Montreal…” Dr. Weintraub noted a typo. All corrections were made. 

 Dr. Ponsford proffered a motion to accept the minutes. 

 Dr. Manly 2nd 

 Unanimously approved 

 

3. Treasurer Report 

 

Dr. Chelune referred to the report that he provided to the BOD. The audit is underway and is 

proceeding nicely.  Account balances as of May 15, 2012 were 1.3 million in money markets 

and CDs. Our operating budget is about a half million and ideally we want 1 to 1.5 million in 

reserves for a rainy day. Dr. Chelune requested advice for CDs. We have 5 CDs. Two CDs 

are maturing and we want to roll them over in another CD. Should we move money markets 

and checking into CDs for security? We would buy 1 CD in July and 1 in Aug. Should we 

buy a 4
th

 CD by end of year for 8 CDs worth a total of 900K?  

 

We had a net profit of almost 50K at the Montreal meeting. The Board discussed relative 

profits across conferences. Dr. Chelune would like us to move to a “costs covered” model for 

the mid-year meetings. Budgets for CE programs and Conference Programs were discussed.  

When a speaker is invited for a CE they are sent a compensation agreement which includes 2 

nights hotel and coach travel. What about when asked to also give a talk later in Program? 

Symposium organizers are given a set amount of money for costs. Now we are offering CE 

credit for scientific program – will see how this changes costs. Dr. Chelune raised the issue 

of travel support at the mid-year meeting for the CE Chair if the CE activities are arranged 

for and managed by the host organization. Dr. Manly pointed out that even if the mid-year 

meeting local chair covers it, the CE Director still has work to do e.g. course evaluations, 

APA CE credit. Also, the CE Chair plans for next year’s meeting at the meeting mid-year. 

Discussion ensued regarding the CE directors role during mid-year meeting and whether they 

need to be there for all 6 days. It was agreed that the CE Chair should be provided 6 nights at 

both meetings. Dr. Chelune suggested that we ensure that incoming Board members and 



committee chairs know about travel support. Everyone should turn in receipts for plane fare 

and hotel as soon as possible. 

 

Dr. Chelune noted that SINS has been very active in soliciting money. They applied for and 

received a $500 grant from the APA international affairs office which they used to support 

students who are presenting. 

 

 Dr. Lassonde proffered a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report 

 2
nd

 Dr. Manly 

 Unanimously passed 

 Dr. Weintraub thanked Dr. Chelune for his report 

 

4. Executive Secretary Report 

 

The membership is stable at 4500 members which is about the same as previous years. 

Numbers are down for dues paid - 75% of members paid dues for 2012. New members are 

the same. New members from outside North America have gone down from 20-25% last year 

to 15% this year. Scandinavia continues to be very strong in terms of members. Dr. Bornstein 

suggested that the future Executive Secretary needs to keep an eye on membership numbers. 

Dr. Mayes reported that there 16 European Neuropsychological Societies.  

 

Dr. Bornstein reported that Sue O’Brien & Ave Sofranko do a great job managing the office. 

 

Dr. Weintraub thanked Dr. Bornstein, Ms. Sofranko and O’Brien. 

 

Dr. Chelune move to accept the Executive Secretary report. 

2
nd

 Dr. Bilder 

Unanimously approved 

 

5. Site Selection 

 

Dr. Bornstein reported that the meeting in 2014 in Jerusalem will be the first INS in Israel.  

No further site selections are being considered at this time as we are 3 years ahead for the 

North American meetings and 2 years ahead on the mid-year meetings. The new Executive 

Secretary will do site selection for future meetings. Dr. Bornstein pointed out that the society 

will need to plan out a budget for the new Executive Secretary transition year to cover travel 

to Columbus and travel to locations for site selection. Dr. Bornstein suggested some future 

locations for the BOD to consider for 2016.  Boston has been popular, and an easy money 

maker. We had over 2,000 attendees in 2006. There would have been 2200 without the storm 

in 2011.  Other venues to consider include Baltimore and Jacksonville. We have received no 

proposals for our mid-year meeting in 2015 yet but should consider a venue in the Southern 

Hemisphere to avoid overlap with European federation meeting. Suggestions include 

Melbourne, , South America and Capetown. Iceland was also considered as the next Nordic 

meeting 

 



A discussion ensued about different venues for the mid-year meeting. We want to collaborate 

with local organizations. Factors to consider include economic, political, local infrastructure, 

and scheduling around other meetings. We need to make sure we schedule our meeting so we 

do not overlap with other local meetings and instead fill a niche.  

 

6. Nominations 

 

The nominations slate was prepared by the nominations committee which consists of Drs. 

Rus Bauer, Jim Becker, Skye McDonald, Jennifer Manly, and Gerry Taylor. The current slate 

is:  

President:   

Ed de Haan and Ann Watts 

Members at Large: 

Adam Brickman 

Steve Nadeau 

Anthony Stringer 

Margaret O’Connor 

Laura Hokkenen 

Mary Kosmidis 

  

Committee Reports 

 

7.   Program Committee  

 

          Oslo 

Dr. Weintraub expressed her gratitude to Oslo Committee Chair Dr. Erik Hessen, Co-

chair Dr. Anne-Kristin Solbakk and Organizational chair Dr.  Venke Arntsberg Grane for 

putting together the program. Dr. Hessen thanked Dr. Weintraub. 860 persons registered 

for the meeting. Almost half are from Norway (419),  60 from the US, 42 Finland, 36 

Spain, 32 Sweden, 31 Netherlands, 24 Australia, 23 Denmark, 18 Canada 17 Japan, etc; 

This is a combined Nordic and INS meeting and the Norwegian psychological society is 

granting CE credit for Norwegian neuropsychologists. Approximately 180 conference 

attendees are INS members. Fewer students (92) have registered for this meeting 

compared with US meetings. Dr. Hessen pointed out that PhD students are excluded from 

this number because they are employed and receive salary. PhD students are counted as 

students at the North American meeting. The student workshop had to be canceled 

because Dr. Bauer was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

           Hawaii 

Dr. Weintraub reported for Dr. Dorene Rentz as she was unable to attend the meeting. Dr. 

Weintraub welcomed Raul Gonzalez as new CE chair who was very instrumental in 

putting together program. The program is packed with array of speakers; many of plenary 

speakers are neurologists and psychiatrists. We still have to fill paper sessions. The 

deadline for submission is Aug. 31. There are 58 people on the program committee. 

Instead of students having a separate session, students are part of program and will be 



recognized. We are trying to have plenary speakers also give CEs. The theme is the brain 

through the lifespan. We are having a hula dancer during the reception. 

 

 

 Amsterdam 

Dr. Roy Kessels gave an update on Amsterdam meeting. The Keynote speakers (8) have 

been all arranged. A contract has been negotiated with Hilton Hotels and University of 

Amsterdam can use the internal rate. We cannot avoid the VAT rate because the meeting 

is not at University. There will be invited symposia on genetics. The EFPA was invited to 

do a symposium. CE courses will be on Wednesday. The conference website is up and 

running. The Rehabilitation satellite meeting will be in Maastrict.  

 

8. Continuing Education 

 

Drs. Manly and Gonzalez reported. Montreal was the first time INS offered CEs for scientific 

sessions. APA lost some of our information when they transferred to paperless approval 

system for CE credit. Online CEs for reading JINS articles are slowly increasing. Only 

certain articles have been selected. The goal going forward will be that a very short review 

article will be offered. Dr. Gonzalez thanked Drs. Manly and Pliskin for facilitating his 

transition to CE Chair. He would like to expand CE opportunities, increase revenue and 

streamline the workshops by reducing the number of workshops and increasing plenaries. Dr. 

Weintraub thanked Dr. Gonzalez for jumping in with great ideas. Dr. Hessen pointed out that 

CE work has to be internationally focused and be relevant. There is a different audience for 

European meetings. Dr. Hessen described the process to get approved as a CE provider for 

Norwegian psychologists. A discussion ensued about different requirements for CE credit. 

Dr. Gonzalez proposed some new ideas to generate revenue from CEs such as a 2 tiered 

system for clinical CE credit. Dr. Bornstein pointed out logistic issues associated with such a 

structure. Dr. Manly reported that fewer people attended paid 3 hour CEs in Montreal. INS 

will not offer free CEs anymore. Dr. Gonzalez wants input on how to charge for CEs. There 

are many possibilities: 1)  Pay a flat fee “all you can eat” CE credits – this requires no 

changes to the website; 2) Attendees choose the talk and pay in advance; 3) pay when they 

pick up CE certificate;  4) a combination plan.  The BOD discussed the pros and cons of 

these options. Dr. Gonzalez presented many ideas for future CE activities.  

 

9. Student Organization 

 

Dr. Bilder presented proposed bylaws to formalize operations. The students are very well 

organized. It is a vibrant organization with lots of volunteerism. Summer Thorgusen is very 

active. The students are coming up with a new name. Dr. Bilder suggested putting student 

bylaws into the same framework as parent organization INS. Their goal is to foster international 

networking in the neurosciences, and they would like to participate on the program committee. 

Students should be non-voting members of committees. Now they are a standing committee 

rather than an organization. INS bylaws will need to change and this will need to go to the 

membership for vote. Should each INS committee now have a student member? The BOD 

agreed that students should be members of program committee, but any other committee should 

be at the discretion of the president. A discussion ensued regarding appropriate term limits. 



 

10. International Liaison 

 

Dr. Cherner gave highlights of the ILC report. There has been little activity on the listserv but 

4700 ILC website visitors. The ILC received generous donations from publishers to the Book & 

Journal Depository. The INSnet went out with an article by Dr. Ojeda article about Spain. She 

requested articles from Drs. Weintraub and Hessen. There was an award made from the 

Matthews Fund to a South African AIDS program for a 3-day workshop on neuropsychological 

assessment. The student organization has had initiatives to increase international membership. 

They asked about travel scholarships from developing countries and whether the Matthews Fund 

can be used for web-based access for meetings. Dr. Gonzalez’ long term CE plan is to increase 

access to CEs. Should ILC facilitate international approval of CEs? The BOD discussed possible 

difficulties of determining this for each country. The ILC will work with the CE committee on 

this issue. Dr. Cherner is trying to assess future needs and priorities in developing countries – 

what do people need in terms of training?  Dr. Cherner plans to survey the Regional 

Representatives to determine needs.  

 

11. Awards 

 

Dr. Heaton reported that Drs. Jarl Risberg, and Marit Korkman will be honored at the Oslo 

meeting.  This will be another posthumous honor for Dr. Korkman to enable her Nordic 

colleagues to be present. There were no nominees for the Satz career mentoring award and Dr. 

Heaton asks the non-North American program chair to suggest nominees. Dr. Heaton anticipates 

up to 4 distinguished career awards at the Hawaii meeting. He asked the BOD to consider 

nominees for the Distinguished Career Awards. If someone is near retirement that is also OK.  

 

12. Publications 

 

Dr, Dikmen reported that JINS is doing very well. The impact factor for 2010 was 2.91.There is 

a 70% rejection rate and a quick turnaround time with 4 weeks from submission to letter and 2 

months for the issue to be on-line and 3 months for the print copy. The special series and virtual 

issue was very widely publicized. Dr. Loring is pleased that the INS Board will share copyright 

for the INS dictionary. He is asking for help as section editors.   

 

Cambridge is sending letters to attendees for free access to JINS which may be an incentive to 

join INS. Dr. Kessels pointed out that neuropsychology is not an ISI category listing and 

suggested that we work with other neuropsychology journals to get an ISI listing. The Board also 

discussed choosing specific JINS papers for open access. The recent virtual issue was an attempt 

to do this, but with a group of articles on a particular topic. 

 

Dr. Dikmen said Dr. Haaland has 2 more years left as Editor so we need to consider a new JINS 

editor. For 6 month overlap, we would need 1 year in advance before Dr. Haaland leaves to have 

someone in place. The search process will begin Feb. 2014. 

 

The contract with Cambridge is up for renewal. We are waiting for pricing for members. 

Cambridge is proposing to increase the number of issues. More frequent, smaller number of 



papers may be more desirable from an impact factor. Right now 30% of INS members request 

print journal and there is a 30 dollar difference between paper and electronic. Dr. Dikmen will 

find out more information from Cambridge to decide on renewing the contract and asked if we 

should consider a 10 year commitment with the publisher. 

 

Old Business 

 

13. Future Planning 

 

The strategic plan was discussed. Volunteers for this committee include Drs. Marcopulos, 

Bornstein, Weintraub, Ponsford, Bauer, Bigler, and the newly elected president.. Several ideas 

were discussed in terms of committee membership, relationship with other societies, incentives 

to join INS, our competitors, online presence of CEs.  

 

14. European Federation Proposal 

 

Dr. Mayes formed a small subcommittee with Drs. David Andrewes, Robin Morris, and Eli 

Vakil to plan the symposium which will be in Berlin in September 2013. The Committee 

suggested several topics with basic science and applied clinical appeal - Parkinson’s Disease, 

TBI, amnesia, or emotional disorders. INS will pay the speakers airfare, hotel and possibly the 

honorarium as well. The committee will find 3 speakers per topic and present then to the board to 

decide. The BOD asked what information we can find out about what else will be presented at 

the Berlin meeting. Dr. Mayes will ask the organizing secretary. The Federation is more 

experimental than treatment oriented. INS can provide translational approach – mix basic and 

applied and have a more topical focus than disorder focused. It will be helpful to learn more 

about the audience. 

 

15. Executive Secretary Search 

 

The search for the new Executive Secretary has been going slowly. An announcement went out, 

but no applications have been received.  The BOD members brain stormed about who could be 

approached who has organizational experience and office space. Ideal attributes for candidates 

include: internationally savvy, science-oriented, organized, good business sense, customer 

oriented, fiscally conservative, transparent, not a micromanager, good negotiation skills. This 

will be a 5 year term, but theoretically the candidate should be willing to commit to 2
nd

 term. The 

Board discussed possible nominees who are committed to service and have stature in the field 

and administrative experience. 

 

New Business 

No new business was put forth. 

 

16. Adjournment               

Dr. Weintraub adjourned meeting at 5:39 pm 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Bernice Marcopulos, Board Secretary 


