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Is man a savage at heart, 
skinned o'er with fragile 
Manners? 

Or is savagery but a faint 
taint in the natural man's 
gentility, which erupts 
now and again like 
pimples on an angel's 
arse? 
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ethics of divinity



sacred order, natural order, 
tradition, sanctity, sin, and 

pollution





2015: “are gay and 
lesbian relationships 

morally wrong?”



34%







Human universal
Basic emotion: characteristic facial expression

Animals and animal by-products

Feces
Urine
Blood
Vomit

Rotten flesh
Most meat



Evolved to motivate 
avoidance of parasites and 

poisons



“In Tierra del Fuego a 
native touched with his 
finger some cold 
preserved meat … and 
plainly showed disgust 
at its softness; whilst I 
felt utter disgust at my 
food being touched by a 
naked savage, though 
his hands did not appear 
dirty.”
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sensitivity correlates 

with explicit 
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toward 
homosexuals



High disgust 
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homosexuals                                    



Being disgusted 
leads to more 
severe moral 
judgments of 

homosexuals and of 
purity violations





Repugnance is the emotional 
expression of deep wisdom, 

beyond wisdom’s power 
completely to articulate it.





Throughout history, certain 
disgust properties --
sliminess, bad smell, 

stickiness, decay, foulness 
-- have repeatedly and 
monotonously been 

associated with… Jews, 
women, homosexuals, 

untouchables, lower-class 
people -- all of those are 
imagined as tainted by the 

dirt of the body.







Evolved to motivate 
avoidance of parasites and 

poisons



not evolved to be responsive 
to what we value as moral 

goods





May have evolved to solve 
the problems of self-
interested individuals















“To venture out of one’s 
territory to meet [other] 
humans, even if they 
lived only a few miles 
away, was equivalent to 
suicide.”





“Most primitive tribes feel 
that if you run across one 
of these subhumans from 
a rival group in the forest, 

the most appropriate 
thing to do is bludgeon 

him to death.”
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“and when it does fall, we feel 
it in some measure, and are 
hurt by it as well as the 
sufferer.”
-Adam Smith



Death of thousands of
strangers 



Death of thousands of
strangers 

The loss of a little finger



it is not the soft power of 
humanity, it is not that feeble 
spark of benevolence which 
Nature has lifted up in the 

human heart … 



it is reason, principle, 
conscience … that calls to us, 

with a voice capable of 
astonishing the most 

presumptuous of our passions, 
that we are but one of the 
multitude, in no respect 

better than any other in it.
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impartiality

religion, philosophy





it doesn't take much 
to see that the 
problems of three 
little people don't 
amount to a hill of 
beans in this crazy 
world.
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moral sentiments  

a rudimentary “moral sense”
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We celebrate 
rationality, 
but when 
push comes 
to shove, we 
give it little 
weight.












