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Professor Dan Hoofien is one of the senior 
r e h abi l i t at ion  p s yc holog i s t s  a nd  c l i n ic a l 
neuropsychologists in Israel and has had a 
tremendous impact on the development and quality 
of these professions during the last four decades. He 
received his academic education in psychology at 
Tel-Aviv University (Ph.D. 1994). His involvement in 
neuropsychological rehabilitation began relatively 
early, during his graduate studies at TAU, when he 
served as the clinical coordinator of an experimental 
trial in the behavioral rehabilitation of young patients 
with severe TBI. In 1974, he joined Professors Y. 
Ben Yishay and L. Diller of NYU in establishing 
the then-pioneering Israeli day center program 
for the rehabilitation of patients with TBI, which 
he subsequently directed. The interventions and 
neuropsychological rehabilitation methods that were 
developed in this program served as the model and 
gold standard for many similar programs worldwide. 
The Israeli program evolved and later expanded to 
become the National Institute for the Rehabilitation 
of the Brain Injured (NIRBI), which Dan led for more 
than three decades, imposing high quality and 
uncompromising professionalism on the program. 
Under Dan’s leadership, the Institute evolved to become 
the largest community-based neuropsychological 
rehabilitation center in Israel, serving more than 250 
patients annually. In addition to his managerial and 
supervisory duties, Dan and his teams have developed 
innovative comprehensive methods for evaluating and 
treating cognitive, emotional, behavioral, and social 
disabilities and conducting longitudinal studies of 
rehabilitation outcomes. Specifically, he developed 
a unique pre-vocational rehabilitation program, a 
group vocational counseling course, a battery for 
training selective and divided attention, a cognitive 
group training program that applies updated teaching 
technologies, and a computerized library of cognitive 
training materials. Hundreds of patients were treated 
by the Institute under his supervision, achieving a 
high proportion of successful rehabilitation outcomes.

Professor Hoofien was among the first individuals to 
be accredited in Israel as a supervisor in Rehabilitation 

Psychology (1979), which 
a lso inc ludes c l in ica l 

neuropsychology in 
Israel. He has been 
very actively involved 
i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
issues related to 
neuropsychology 
and rehabilitation 
psychology. 

Da n  s e r ve d  a s 
the secretary of the 
Israeli Psychological 
Assoc iat ion (1997-
2000), served as a 
member and later 
the chairperson of 
t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
C o m m i t t e e  o f 
Rehabilitation Psychology, Ministry of Health (1979-
1985, 2002-2008), was among the founders and served 
as the chairperson of the Israeli Neuropsychological 
Society (1999-2002), and has participated in many 
other professional forums and committees, including 
the inter-ministerial steering committee on the 
rehabilitation of persons with brain injuries (2003-2013). 
Dan has been actively involved in accreditation and 
regulation processes within the field of rehabilitation 
psychology in Israel. Combined with his role as 
the Director of NIRBI, he has deeply influenced the 
professional determination, extensive development, 
and high quality of clinical neuropsychology in 
Israel—a profession that requires, in both education 
and practice, evaluation as well as psychotherapeutic 
and cognitive interventions. He has personally 
mentored and supervised dozens of students and 
interns in clinical neuropsychology. To date, some of 
his former supervisees serve in senior professional and 
academic positions worldwide. 

Professor Hoofien joined the Psychology Department 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 1994, where 
he is still fully active. He headed the graduate program 
in clinical neuropsychology between 2002 and 2006. 
In addition to teaching central courses in clinical 
neuropsychology and mentoring dozens of M.A. and 
Ph.D. students, he has conducted studies centered on 
two major themes: unawareness of deficits and long-
term evaluations of the efficacy of NP rehabilitation. 
Dan has published numerous articles, book chapters 
and empirical studies in local and international 
journals and given dozens of conference presentations, 
including presentations at INS meetings. Combining 
his research and clinical interests, he recently 
devised an extensive multi-center follow-up study 
on the efficacy of NP rehabilitation programs. The 
data collected in this study aim to both improve the 
quality of programs and define potential predictors of 
program outcomes. Preliminary findings have already 
been presented at INS and other meetings and are 
currently being summarized for publication. Professor 
Hoofien serves as an ad-hoc reviewer for JINS, TBI, 
TCN, JCENP, and other related journals. He has been a 
member of INS since 1985 and served as a member of 
the Publication Committee between 2006 and 2013.


